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'Even the stars have a 
special brightness" 
The tragic end of the space ship Columbia 
and the death of a crew that had the 
courage to go into space in the 
coracles that man builds, has quickly 
depressed a year, already overshadowed 
by the prospect of war. 
Yet, Laurel Clark's lyricism, in one of the 
last emails sent to earth on Friday, January 
31, is an amazing and glorious 
memorial to the spirit of that crew: 
"1 have seen some incredible sights: light- 
ning spreading over the Pacific, the Aurora 
Australis lighting up the entire visible hori- 
zon, with the city glow of Australia below, 
the crescent moon setting over the limb of 
the Earth, the vast plains of Africa and the 
dunes on Cape Horn, rivers breaking 
through tall mountain passes, the scars of 
humanity, the continuous line of life 
extending from North America, through 
Central America and into South America, a 
crescent moon setting over the limb of our 
blue planet ..... Whenever I do get to look 
out, it is glorious. Even the stars have a 
special brightness." 
My first mentor, editor and friend David 
Mclllwain (science fiction's Charles Eric 
Maine) was helplessly fascinated by the 
nascent electronics industry, and intrigued 
by a wireless world. The first interview he 
took me on was with a semiconductor 
marketing mogul, the second with a guru 
at ICT. When computers still comprised 
rooms, he predicted laptops - a better 
forecast than the paperless office. 
It was the demands of IT that pushed tk, 
semiconductor sector to its shrinking chi 
and expanding wafer. The exigencies o 
the industry have played their own role 1~ 
the emergent nano sector. In turn nano 
will enjoy hybridisation and integration, ~ 
it becomes the next 'grail'. 
But of all the things he taught, the most 
important was 'people'. Apart from 
science it was his other passion. It is, he 
urged, the people in an industry who 
matter. It is what they do, what they con- 
tribute, what they laugh at, endure and 
fail or win through to, that is the shining 
thing. Beside them, the newest technolc 
gy, the latest research, the smartest 
gizmo, pale into insignificance. 
I am touched by the welcome to III-Vs 
Review from its founder and associate 
editor Roy Szweda; honoured to have 
Dr Alan Mills as contributing editor; 
saddened at the relentless toll of lost jo :!; 
and dimmed down companies in a 
recession that has been so violent and 
protracted, in a sector used to-extremes. 
But as emails arrive wanting informatkm 
and industry friends find the phone nU~T 
bet, 'annus horribilus' might yet make 1: 
into the 'mirabilis' grade. 
Gall Purvis, Editor 
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